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Harkin Introduces Bill to Protect Students from Seclusion and Restraint
WASHINGTON—Today, Senator Tom Harkin (D-IA), Chairman of the Senate Health, Education, Labor and Pensions
Committee, introduced the Keeping All Students Safe Act, a bill to protect students from ineffective and dangerous
seclusion and restraint practices in schools.
“Every child should be educated in a supportive, caring, stimulating environment in which they are treated as an
individual and provided with the tools they need to succeed,” Harkin said. “They should never be subjected to
abusive or violent disciplinary strategies or left alone and unsupervised. This bill will set long-overdue standards to
protect children from physical and psychological harm and ensure a safe learning environment for teachers and
students alike.”
According to a 2009 Government Accountability Office (GAO) study, restraints and seclusion have resulted in
physical injury and psychological trauma to thousands of students in public and private schools throughout the
country, many of them students with disabilities. Estimates from the GAO are that over 200 students have died
due to seclusion and restraints being used in schools over the past five years.This bill would prohibit the use of
seclusion in locked and unattended rooms or enclosures, prohibit the use of mechanical and chemical restraints
and physical restraints that restrict breathing, and prohibit aversive behavioral interventions that compromise
health and safety. The bill would also:
•Prohibit the use of physical restraints except for emergency situations,
•Prohibit the use of physical restraints thatinhibit a student’s primary means of communication
•Prohibit the use of seclusions and/or restraints in a student’s Individual Education Plan or any other behavioral
plan
•Call for states to promote preventative programming to reduce the use of restraints
•Call for states to collect data on the occurrence of seclusions and restraints
•Call for schools to conduct a debriefing with parents and staff after a restraint is used and plan for positive
behavioral interventions that will prevent the use of restraints with the student in the future.
•Establish a state grant program to enhance the State’s ability to promote, within its LEAs, preventative
programming and training for school personnel
Organizations supporting the Keeping All Students Safe Act include Easter Seals, United Cerebral Palsy, The Arc of
the United States, the National Disabilities Rights Network and the Council of Parent and Attorney Advocates.
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